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OCELOT
ISTHENEWUTBMASCOT

Senior communication major Normalinda Reyna (left) announces the ocelot as UT-Brownsville’s new mascot during a ceremony Friday in the Education and Business
Complex courtyard. Looking on are Vice President for Student Affairs Hilda Silva, District 4 Brownsville City Commissioner John Villarreal and UTB President Juliet V. García.

By Marlane
Rodriguez
The Collegian

The ocelot, a wild
cat with a patterned
coat
native
to
South Texas, is the
University of Texas
at Brownsville’s new
mascot,
defeating
four other finalists
and ending months
of
speculation.
Normalinda
Reyna, a senior
communication
major,
announced the winner during
a noon ceremony Friday in
the Education and Business
Complex courtyard. Dozens
of people attended the event.
Thirty-one
mascot
candidates originally were
in the running, and the list
was narrowed down to five.
A total of 3,509 students
voted for the five finalists:
ocelot, jaguarundi, bull shark,
parrot and the vaquero.

The ocelot received 1,865
votes or 53 percent; the bull
shark, 712 votes or 20 percent;
the vaquero, 456 votes or
13 percent; the jaguarundi,
258 or 7 percent; and the
parrot, 218 votes or 6 percent.
Mari
Fuentes-Martin,
associate vice president for
Student Affairs and dean of
students, co-chaired the Mascot
Committee along with Student
Life Director Sergio Martinez.
“We solicited ideas from
students via an essay contest,

nominating a mascot and
giving
their
justification,”
Fuentes-Martin said. “We used
all of those submissions and
several others to make a list
of mascots to be considered.
Last spring semester, two
elections were conducted on
the mascot. The first election
had 31 candidates, “and the
top five from there [were] to be

A banner featuring UTB’s new mascot,
the ocelot, hangs in the EDBC
courtyard.

Miguel Angel Roberts/Collegian Photos

UTB students react as the ocelot is announced as the winner of the mascot election.

2nd public hearing
set on tax rate
City’s finance director to
recommend no increase

By Joe Molina

Creating master teachers
UTeach Brownsville aims to fill need for STEM instructors

By Eréndira Santillana
Nearly 60 students have
signed up this semester for the
UTeach Brownsville, a teacher
preparation program for students
majoring in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
“The best gift we can really
give this community is a welleducated master teacher,” UTBrownsville President Juliet
V. García told dozens of people
gathered Aug. 21 in the SET-B
lobby for the inauguration of the

UTeach Brownsville program.
García said the university’s
College of Education serves
more than 5,500 students each
semester, producing graduates
that have achieved some of
the highest pass rates on their
state certification exams, with
14 of the college’s 21 programs
achieving 100 percent pass rates.
“While this is remarkable
progress, our school districts
still face the same serious issue
that’s plaguing the nation—a
shortage of students entering
into the STEMS fields,” she said,

adding that the problem has
reached a critical level, affecting
the nation’s ability to remain
competitive on a global scale.
García
said
President
Obama has a goal of preparing

ON CAMPUS.....................................2
OPINION............................................4

POLITICS...........................................5
A&E......................................................6

ESPAÑOL.........................................11
SPORTS............................................10

THE COLLEGIAN

Collegian Editor

In addition to next fiscal
year’s $88.2 million budget
proposal, the Brownsville City
Commission must also consider
adopting a property tax rate.
“If the city adopts the effective
tax rate of .689621 [cents per
$100 valuation], we will have
a shortfall in the general fund
of $241,109,” Finance Director
and Assistant City Manager Pete
Gonzalez said during the first
public hearing on the proposed
ad valorem tax rate last Tuesday.

See TAX, Page 6

voted [on] at the end
of April as the official
mascot vote,” she said.
The
Mascot
Committee
knew
since the end of
April that the ocelot
had won the vote.
“What we did this
summer is work with
the trademark office
[of
the
University
of Texas System] in
Austin on adopting
the final selection as
the official mascot,”
Fuentes-Martin
said.
Sophomore English major
Chayse Sundt and junior history
major Jessica Walker were
happy with the new mascot.
“I think it’s a great pick,
it was one of the favorites of
the students,” Sundt said.
“I am thrilled. I voted for the
ocelot,” Walker said. “It was the
first thing I thought would be
perfect for UTB. The ocelot is an
important part of South Texas.”

Bryan Romero/Collegian

Mikhail
Bouniaev,
dean of UTB/
TSC’s College
of Science,
Mathematics
and
Technology,
speaks during
the Aug. 21
inauguration
of the UTeach
Brownsville.

100,000
STEM
teachers
over the next decade to
prepare students to compete
in the 21st century economy.
She said the region has the

See MASTER, Page 8
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Getting beyond impairment
Legally blind students earns
eight-week internship in Dallas

By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian

Across the nation there
were 2,770 student candidates
interviewed for the Workforce
Recruitment Program. Of these,
600 were hired by various
businesses, including senior
management major Bryan
Abanilla, who is legally blind.
The program, run by the Labor
Department and the Defense
Department in Washington,
D.C., sends a recruiter to
universities
to
interview
students with disabilities. The
qualified students enter a pool
of applicants who hope to be
hired as a summer intern.
“Companies will select you
according to what they need

and your major,” Abanilla said.
Abanilla was selected by the
Army and Air Force Exchange
Service in Dallas as an allocator
for eight weeks this summer.
“Basically, I placed orders
for merchandise,” he said. “I
also tracked the orders, making
sure it left the vendor on time
and it shipped on the day it
was supposed to be shipped.”
Abanilla
was
familiar
with
the
company.
“I knew about the company,
I liked what they did,” he
said. “The interviewer overall
just liked me, and all the
qualifications that I had.”
Abanilla
worked
in
the
Children’s
Softlands
Department
and
will
work there full time after
graduating
in
December.
The business major said he

Miguel Angel Roberts/Collegian
Senior management major Bryan Abanilla uses Zoomtext software, which
enables him to enlarge whatever is on the computer screen. Abanilla, who is
legally blind, served an eight-week internship this summer at a Dallas company.

enjoys managing. “It’s one of the
things that makes sense,” he said.
Aside from going to school
full time, Abanilla has been
working as a clerk in the
assistive
technology
lab
of
UTB/TSC’s
Disability
Services Office since January.

“I monitor students who
are taking tests and I pick up
exams and deliver exams for
professors,”
Abanilla
said.
Diana Cardiel, a learning
instructional specialist for
Disability
Services,
works
with Abanilla on a daily

See IMPAIRMENT, Page 5
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Cooking

Bryan Romero/Collegian Photos
Christopher Ledingham, an assistant professor in the Health and Human Performance
Department, demonstrates how to prepare a healthy whole wheat pasta salad.

Become the best version of you!

Campus Recreation restructures personal training program

By Magaly Rosales

See VERSION, Page 8
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Senior exercise science major
Marissa Garza helps out junior
architecture major Alejandra Tamez
with her shoulder press workout on
Aug. 15 during a personal training
session in the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center. Garza has
been a personal trainer for Campus
Recreation for eight months.

See SURVIVAL, Page 5
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Do you want to get a
head start on your fitness?
Start
improving
your
fitness this fall by hiring a
personal trainer at UTB/
TSC’s Recreation, Education
and
Kinesiology
Center.
Campus
Recreation
has updated its personal
training program and fee
structure
this
semester.
The
personal
training
program consists of individual
and partner packages with
a set fee for the amount
of
sessions
purchased.
“Before, we only offered
individual packages, and we
did offer partner sessions, but
[the member] would just tell
us how many hours and [they]
paid by the hour, whereas

Eating a McDonald’s double
cheeseburgers every day will not
only bore your taste buds, but
the cuisine can also add width
to your belt line. Homemade
meals
and
fresh
foods,
however, can improve students’
dining experience and health.
Christopher
Ledingham,

an assistant professor in
the
Health
and
Human
Performance Department, said
generally, cooking at home is
better than going out to eat.
“If we plan our meals up
front, and get a little creative,
we can save money and save
time,” Ledingham said. “But
we’ve got to set aside that
planning time. To me, the

The Student Success Center
will sponsor a workshop titled
“Campus Resources for
SUCCESS” from noon to 1
p.m. and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday in Tandy Hall
113. The workshop will help
students understand the campus
more and make their college
experience easier. For more
information, call the Student
Success Center at 882-8292.
Zumbathon
Just Dance Fitness Studio
will conduct a Zumbathon
fundraiser from 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón for the
Mathematics and Science
Academy Student Council.
Tickets are $10 and may be
purchased at the door. Only 150
people can attend this event. For
more information, call 882-5765.

Flu Shots

Student Health Services is
administering free flu vaccines
for students on a first-come,
first-serve basis from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. in Cortez Hall 237. For
more information, call Student
Health Services at 882-3896.

Psi Chi

Psi Chi is looking for
psychology
majors who
want to be part of their student
organization. Applicants must
have an overall grade-point
average of 3.0, a 3.1 GPA in
psychology courses and at
least nine hours of upper-level
psychology courses 3000 and
4000. For more information,
e-mail chapter President Gaby
Ortiz at anagabrielaortiz2115@
hotmail.com or Vice President
Marisol
Cervantes
at
maricelcervant@aol.com.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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Rite of

Officials greet hundreds at Freshman Convocation

By Viridiana Zúñiga
Spanish Editor

Faculty and administrators showed
their sense of humor last Thursday
as they welcomed first-year students
during
Freshman
Convocation.
Hundreds of freshmen gathered in
the Arts Center to be greeted by UTBrownsville officials and to be given
information
about
the
university.
“Faculty and administrators are making
sure you have all of the resources you
need, from the very best professor in
your classrooms to high-tech equipment

to yourself, ‘OK, great, they are all great
schools, but which one is the best school
of all?’” said Steve Lovett, an associate
professor in the School of Business. “Well,
just by coincidence, it just so happens
that the best school of all is my school.”
Saraswathy Nair, an assistant professor
in the College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions, said: “It is our hope
that those of you interested in pursuing a
career in the medical field will carry on the
promises of unity, education and research
that are symbolized in our banner.”
Next, Philip Samponaro, an assistant
professor of history in the College of

5 positions open; 14 other vacant seats in SGA to be filled by appointment
By Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

If you’re a freshman who has the energy
and desire to represent others and make a
difference in the campus community, you
might consider becoming a senator in UTB/
TSC’s Student Government Association.
The SGA will conduct Freshman
Senate elections Sept. 24 and 25
via Blackboard. Five positions are
available and only freshmen may vote.
“Our mission is to promote the right
of each student at UTB/TSC, provide
the official voice through which students
opinion may be expressed, ensure student
participation in the decision-making
process in the university and to provide
services which enrich the students’
college experience,” SGA President
Arturo Guerra said about the senate.
Freshman senators are responsible for
making sure their class is represented
and that their concerns are addressed,
said
David
Marquez,
a
judicial
affairs coordinator and adviser to the
Student
Government
Association.
Freshman senator applicants must

Police Reports

Miguel Angel Roberts/COLLEGIAN

Hundreds of first-year students attend UTB/TSC’s Freshman Convocation, held
last Thursday in the Arts Center. The convocation is designed to welcome incoming
students and provide them with an introduction to academic life, its expectations and
its traditions, according to a news release from the Office of News and Information.

in the labs to get the most out of your
education,” said UT-Brownsville Provost
and Vice President for Academic
Affairs Alan Artibise. “We know that
sometimes you will need just a little help
along the way, and we can help you.”
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V.
García welcomed the incoming freshmen.
“Freshman
Convocation
officially
marks your passage into the university
as a college student,” García said. “If
you are waiting for your life to start, it
starts today; it starts here with us today.
We welcome you to our campus and we
welcome you as our freshman class 2016.”
Elizabeth Heise, president of the
Academic
Senate,
announced
the
presentation of the seven colleges of the
school. But out of the blue, the respectful
silence that reigned at first ended with the
laughter of the attendees when members
of the faculty tried to persuade students
to choose their respective college.
“At this point, you are probably saying

Liberal Arts, responded to Lovett:
“Yes, the other colleges are cool and
the School of Business is all right,
but our school beats them all and we
also have one of the coolest banners.”
The Liberal Arts banner features the
gryphon passant, a mythological creature
that protects the treasure of knowledge.
The College of Education banner has three
torches symbolizing the three stages of life:
childhood, adolescence and adulthood.
“The work of the students of our college is
for all of those around them, for the whole
community,” said Eric James, an assistant
professor in the College of Education.
Assistant Professor Dianna GarciaSmith, of the College of Nursing, warned
the students: “The color pearl of our
banner symbolizes compassion. If you
don’t have compassion, please, there are
plenty of other spots in the other colleges.”
The Nursing banner features two
crosses symbolizing life and faith, and
the color black, representing death.

See PASSAGE, Page 8

be in good standing with the university,
have a minimum 2.5 grade-point average,
be enrolled full time, have less than 30
college hours, be committed to attend the
meetings and be an active participant.
The SGA should consist of 42 members.
Most positions are elected during
the spring semester. But, besides the
freshman vacancies, 14 other senate
seats are empty. They are in the School
of Business (1), College of Liberal Arts (1)
and College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions (1), College of Nursing
(2) and graduate senators (2), the College
of Education (3) and senators at large (3).
The non-freshman vacancies will be
filled by appointment this semester,
Marquez said. Students must contact
the SGA president, who makes
recommendations
to
the
senate.
“[A student] has to be nominated
by the president but approved by the
senate by majority vote,” Marquez said.
The SGA will conduct its first meeting
of the semester at 8:15 a.m. today in the
Student Organization Room, which is on
the second floor of the Student Union.

The following are among the incidents reported

to Campus Police between Aug. 14 and 15.

Tuesday, Aug. 14
5:54 p.m.: A student reported his Mercedes
Benz stolen from Lot AG. The student
lost his car key between Lot AG and the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center between 4:30 and 5:45 p.m. The
estimated value of the vehicle is $10,000.

Wednesday, Aug. 15
3:14 p.m.: A staff member had a panic
attack while working in his office. He
declined emergency medical services, but
was escorted to Student Health Services
by a Campus Police officer.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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WE are UTB smacks of hate

‘Obama’s America’

OCELOTS

Are you for or against the

smoking
BAN?
“I think it’s a
good idea because,
smoking in a
public place, well
it’s bad, not just
for the person
that’s smoking,
but it’s also bad for
the people around
them ’cause of
secondhand
smoking, so I am
for it.”

“I really don’t like [smokers]
blowing smoke in my face. I’ve
smoked, yes, but it’s not a good
habit, man. I exercise a lot and
when I go running I can feel
the difference, and when I’m
in a bar, secondhand smoking
just gets it worse. My cousin
owns a smoke-free bar, I think
the only smoke-free bar here,
and it’s pretty nice, just chilled,
laid back and I like going there
than any other bar.”
Hector Saldivar
Criminal justice
freshman

Cynthia Sanchez
Biology freshman

By Miguel Roberts
The Collegian

It’s election year, and the
campaign trail is burning up
with politically incorrect ways
to persuade the voters’ decision
on who is the best candidate to
run our country. This is nothing
novel to the political ideologues
who spend countless hours
contemplating the perfect
political
advertisement.
Well, it just got kicked up
a notch. Welcome to “2016:
Obama’s America,” a new
documentary film by Gerald
R. Molen and Dinesh D’Souza,
a writer, public speaker and
president of The King’s College
in New York. The film is written
and narrated by D’Souza and
is based on his 2010 book,
“The Roots of Obama’s Rage.”
D’Souza uses the film to
brainwash the nation. What
used to be a one- to two-minute
television spot now has become
an
87-minute
character
assassination of President
Barack Obama. The film is not
associated with Republican
presidential nominee Mitt
Romney’s campaign nor has
the rival commented on the
anti-Obama
documentary.

iThink

Reynaldo Guerrero
Parent of UTB/TSC
student

“I am for it; I’m
against smoking
and everything
else that goes with
it. Actually, people
that smoke and
go to bars need
to realize that,
hey, you know …
you’re gonna affect
other people, so
it’s inconvenient
for you, but you’re
gonna live with it.”
“For [the
smoking
ban] because,
it actually,
it makes it
better for the
environment
and people. It
prevents people
from getting
lung cancer.”
Ashley Zepeda
Criminal justice freshman

--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Stacy G. Found

“Obama’s America,” which
has been screened in more
than a thousand theaters,
has grossed more than $10.5
million, making it the 17thhighest grossing documentary
ever. It asserts how President
Obama came to be who he is. The
film’s slogan reads: “Love him,
hate him, you don’t know him.”
D’Souza believes Obama
had his epiphany of a political
agenda when his father, Barack
Obama Sr., who was absent for
most of his life, died. But it was at
his father’s grave in Kenya that
Obama realized his purpose.
To follow in his father’s “anticolonial” beliefs and to harbor
the idea of anti-imperialism,
he had to assimilate his
father’s
“anti-colonial”
ways by not dominating the
affairs of weaker countries.
The director elaborates on
this claim by traveling to Kenya
and following in Obama’s
footsteps.
He
interviews
members of Obama’s extended
family and portrays Obama’s
presidency as an expression
or manifestation of his father’s
political views. D’Souza uses
Obama’s memoir, “Dreams
from My Father,” as a guide
to the president’s psyche,
claiming that the title of
Obama’s memoir is a reflection
of his living the dreams of
his father and manifesting
his father’s political rhetoric
in
the
White
House.
“Notice it says, ‘Dreams from
My Father,’ not ‘of my father,’”
D’Souza says. From beginning
to end, the documentary feels
like a propaganda trophy
for the Republican Party,
endorsing the notion that
Obama is anti-American and
holds spite against the people
who voted for him. The portrait
of Obama is unrelenting in
D’Souza’s film. He goes as
far as saying the president
is
“weirdly
sympathetic
to
Muslim
jihadists”
in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Let’s not forget that Obama
ordered the ambush that killed
the most well-known terrorist
in the world, Osama bin Laden.
He has also issued orders
for drone strikes that have
killed terrorists in the area.
In the end, D’Souza falls
short in his attempt to smear
Obama. How convenient for
a propaganda machine in the
form of a cinematic feature be
released about four months
before the presidential election.
The message is as blatant as the
director’s agenda, to persuade
Obama supporters and those
who are undecided to consider
not
re-electing
Obama.
I am all for our First
Amendment rights to freedom
of speech, but hate propaganda
pushed down our throats
before a presidential election
is as Super PAC as you can get.
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UTB/TSC grad a delegate at Democratic Convention
By Joe Molina
Collegian Editor

For Rogelio Chanes, shaking
hands with President Obama isn’t
uncommon. And, as a delegate
to the 2012 Democratic National
Convention
in
Charlotte,
N.C., he is in the midst of the
president’s campaign officials.
Even with this privilege at
hand, Chanes believes educating
the community is a far more
important aspect of his work.

IMPAIRMENT

Continued from Page 2

basis
as
his
supervisor.
“Bryan is one of our
students, and we approached
him about working with us
because of his good character,”
Cardiel said. “He is a very
responsible young man and
we thought he would make a
great addition to our team.”
She said Abanilla was
chosen for the internship
because
of
his
major.
“His work is slowed down
because of his disability, but
it does not stop him from
achieving anything,” Cardiel
said. “With accommodations,
he is able to achieve any
job that anybody else can.”
Disability
Services
Coordinator Steve Wilder has
known Abanilla for five years
and enjoys working with him.
“I think he works hard, he
doesn’t let his visual impairment
get in the way,” Wilder said.
“He is intelligent, he’s a smart
student, and of course, his
major is business and that’s
what he is especially good at.”
Wilder encouraged Abanilla
to apply for the internship
because he is a student
who has a goal in mind.
“He has kept on track-good grades, good completion
rate, very responsible,” he
said. “Bryan comes across
as confident, as alert, as
purposeful, as someone who can
get the job done, and all those
impressions that an employer
might get are true because
that is the kind of person he is.
“He’s very reliable, you can
count on him to do whatever
he says he’s going to do;
we trust him implicitly.”
Abanilla said blindness is
in his genes, and when he
was 6 years old it kicked in.
He was diagnosed as legally
blind by a doctor in Houston.
Because
of
his
vision
impairment, Abanilla
said
reading
is
his
greatest
challenge. He uses a program
called Zoomtext, which enables
him to enlarge whatever
is on the computer screen.
“It magnifies the screen to
make it four times larger, five
times larger,” Abanilla said.
When he is not working
or studying, Abanilla enjoys
playing the ukulele and drums
for St. Mary’s Catholic Church
every weekend, which he has
done for the last 10 years.
He looks forward to living
in Dallas after graduating.

“I think that the politics that
affect our daily lives are really
at the local level [and] I would
much rather have an educated
voter casting a vote than
someone that was just told, ‘You
need to vote because we told you
to,’” he said in an interview with
The Collegian Aug. 27 before
leaving to attend the convention,
which gets under way Tuesday.
As a regional coordinator
for Texas Civic Engagement
Table, Chanes helps residents
of the Rio Grande Valley by
participating in outreach, block
walks, forums and watch parties
that entail showing residents
how to vote and explaining
the work and responsibilities
of
elected
officials.
“I’ve been working in politics
for almost 10 years,” Chanes
said. “The idea of working for a
[political] party is that we target
people who are consistent voters.
[The Texas Civic Engagement
Table] is not looking to do
that, so it pretty much picks up
where the campaigns leave off.”

Chanes served as a delegate
at the county and state
conventions held in April and
June, respectively, before being
chosen as a national delegate.
“It takes sort of a little minicampaign to get the nomination
because there is a lot of people
that want to go to the convention,”
he explained. “There are about
287 delegates for Texas and out
of those, only 10 get to come out
of the Valley. Those 10 break
into districts: You get five for
[U.S. District] 27 and five for
[Texas] Senate District 20.”
He
was
chosen
to
represent District 20, which
includes Nueces, Jim Wells
and Brooks counties and
part
of
Hidalgo
County.
“I wanted to get involved
locally,” Chanes said, “more
specifically with the [Democratic]
Party, and the best way [is]
to participate as a delegate.”
Chanes
graduated
from
the University of Texas at
Brownsville in 2011 with a degree
in marketing and is pursuing a

Courtesy photo
UTB/TSC graduate Rogelio Chanes poses with then presidential hopeful Barack Obama in 2007 in San Antonio.

master’s in public administration
at the University of TexasPan American in Edinburg.
His consulting company, Roger
Chanes Consulting LLC, helped
Oscar Longoria win the race for
District 35 state representative.
Chanes described President
Obama, whom he first met in
Austin in 2007, as a humble and
friendly individual who makes
sure to greet everyone in the room.
“It’s a really good example

Michelangelo Sosa & Bryan Romero/Collegian
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biggest secret is planning
and learning how to shop.”
“[Students] can set aside time
to go to the grocery store, spend
maybe $15 and get three or four
days of good quality meals,” he said.
Ledingham, who is in charge
of the Community and School
Health Education program
in the Health and Human
Performance Department, said
students living at home have
more options for eating healthy.
“They can start with a
healthy breakfast, meaning
the traditional cereals, juice, a
piece of fruit, some toast,” he
said. “Making a sandwich at
home, whether it be something
as simple as a ham sandwich,
with lettuce, tomato, maybe
some fat-free cheese on it. …
Packing a side snack, maybe
some baby carrots, or a piece
of fruit, and then maybe a
light salad to go with it.”
Ledingham said there is
no such thing as bad food,
just bad amounts of food.
“Really think not so much
‘stay away from foods,’ but focus
on the smarter foods, increase
water [intake], fresh fruits
and vegetables,” he said. “Save
those special foods, the pizzas,
the high-fat snacks and stuff
only on special occasions and
eat those in small amounts.”
The
key
to
cooking
healthier, but delicious foods,
Ledingham said, is to try

new things and new recipes.
“Students need to learn how
to experiment a little bit,” he
said. “We need to learn to
buy the right seasonings. …
Stock our kitchens with the
right spices and seasonings
and learn how to use them.”
For breakfast, Ledingham said
students can make a smoothie
made of one banana, half a
cup of fat-free milk, one cup of
oatmeal and half a cup of yogurt.
For lunch, students can enjoy
whole wheat pasta salad mixed
with veggies, bell peppers,
onions,
mushrooms,
light
Italian dressing, feta cheese
and dry turkey pepperoni.
Ledingham said the pasta can
be made the night before and
kept cold for the next day.
Because students have more
time for dinner, Ledingham said
salmon with oven seasonings,
salt, pepper, light olive oil, lemon
pepper, steamed vegetables
and whole grain rice would
serve as an appropriate dish.
Students can also help
themselves to a cup of lowfat ice cream for dessert.
At the Student Health
Services’ teaching kitchen,
Ledingham, who also enjoys
cooking, demonstrated how to
prepare the pasta salad dish.
He brought fresh peppers;
mushrooms; pre-sliced olives;
low-fat, low sodium turkey
pepperoni; some feta cheese;
and the pasta, which took 14
minutes to cook. Ledingham
began by slicing the fresh bell

peppers. He then mixed in a
quarter cup of mushrooms,
turkey pepperoni and black
olives with the peppers.
He tossed the pasta into the
bowl of mixed vegetables and
mixed the ingredients with
four tablespoons of light Italian
dressing. The pasta salad was
then topped with feta cheese.
The dish included four to
five servings and took about
11 minutes to prepare. All of
the food was purchased at
Wal-Mart for a total of $10.
Douglas Stoves, director of
Residential Life, said students
living at Casa Bella will have
the opportunity to learn how
to cook starting this month.
The “Lesson Intended for
Everyone” program, or LIFE, run
by Graduate Resident Assistant
Angelica Luna, will include
a
cooking
demonstration.
“We got the interest in this
program, and developed this
program by focus groups
that we did,” Stoves said.
“Students had mentioned that
this was a need that they had.”
Sophomore
psychology
major
and
second
year
Casa Bella resident Magan
Galvan is one of the students
interested in the LIFE program.
“I do know how to cook
basic things like chicken,
but I’m not a gourmet chef,”
Galvan said. “I cook a lot of
Hamburger Helper. … I do use
the microwave and oven a lot.”
Because she eats out at least
three times a week, Galvan said

when people say, ‘What Bill
Clinton was to them in ’92 is
what Barack Obama is to this
generation today,’” he said. “He’s
charismatic, he takes his time to
say hello to everybody and really
make them feel appreciated, and
empowers them to be involved.
“On top of that he is kind
of funny. He is a bit of a wild
card and keeps us on our toes,
especially when he was down
here in Brownsville [in 2008]. “
Asked where he sees himself
in five to 10 years, Chanes said
he plans to go to law school.
“My passion is to actually
come back and do immigration
law,” he said. “I want to help
… internationals [who want]
to become citizens [and help]
retain [international students]
… by giving [them] the incentive
of citizenship. I believe that our
immigration system is outdated
[and] there needs to be a way to
help people achieve their goals.”

learning how to cook would
be a healthier option for her.
“I
really
would
like
to learn [how to cook]
other
things
other
than
sandwiches and microwavable
food,”
Galvan
said.
Female students can also
learn nutrition from Student
Health Services’ new Women’s
Weight Management Program.
Student Health Services
Director Eugenia Curet said
the program is free of charge
and will start the second week
of September, and female
students can register now.
The department will select
10 students at a time for a
10-week program. They will
participate in different kinds
of interventions, Curet said.
At the beginning of the
program Curet said the students
will take physical exams,
including blood work, waist and
body mass index measurements,
inventory of eating habits and
family medical problems and
an assessment on depression.
Students then start the
10-week
program,
which
consists of learning about
nutrition, cooking, relaxation
and low-impact exercising.
Student Health Services also
offers weight management
assistance for all students.
“They
can
come
here
and talk to the medical
practitioners, and also to
the other staff about weight
management and teaching
and so forth,” Curet said.
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From teacher
to author
Writer details struggle
to get published

By Gabriela Cavazos
The Collegian

Gabriela Cavazos/Collegian
Sigifredo L. Cavazos reads an excerpt from his novella, “Amistad Mountain
and Other Stories” Aug. 23 at the Brownsville Public Library Main Branch.

Sigifredo
L.
Cavazos
introduced his novella, “Amistad
Mountain and Other Stories,” to
friends, family and interested
readers during a book signing
Aug. 23 at the main branch of
the Brownsville Public Library.
After more than 30 years of
teaching across the Rio Grande
Valley, Cavazos retired in 1996.
He now lives in Kingsville.
“After I retired, I’ve been
writing full time. … Hopefully,
this book will open the door
to the rest of the works that I
have,” said Cavazos, an alumnus

of Texas Southmost College
who graduated from UT-Austin.
“Amistad” is described by
Amazon.com as “a gripping,
action-filled
psychological
novella about a Vietnam veteran’s
experience at a rustic bar located
at a dangerous mountain pass
high in the Colorado Rockies.”
Most of Cavazos’ 214page
book
is
fiction.
“A couple of fishing stories
there that I have, like ‘The
Stingray,’ is pretty much fact. …
But the experiences that one has,
you know, are very important
because you feel the whole
thing,” he said. “It’s part of you,
instead of making up something,
although I do sometimes do that.”
It wasn’t easy for the
retired Brownsville educator
to get his book published.
“Here I thought I had written
a very good novel, and yet,
[the publishers] didn’t want
it,” Cavazos said. “I was angry

and disappointed and so forth.
... Sometimes they’d send
a letter by mail: ‘This novel
doesn’t resonate with our
staff. … We’re not entertaining
this
genre
right
now.’”
Asked what type of genre
he was writing and for what
audience, Cavazos replied: “You
know, that’s what I don’t pay
attention to. I write whatever the
heck I want, and if it happens
to be this genre or the other
genre, I don’t care. … I just write
stories as I feel and I want to. …
I write human interest stories.”
Asked what advice he would
give to aspiring writers, Cavazos
replied: “They should try to get
an agent to represent them to
the publishers. What you need
to do, I guess, [is] see how the
publishing companies work.”
“Amistad
Mountain
and
Other
Stories”
(Vantage
Press, 2012) is available at
Amazon.com
for
$14.78.

‘Get It
Done’

Organizations
welcome students

Sophomore biology
major Daniel Medrano
helps out with UTB/
TSC’s “Get It Done!
Finish What You
Started” event Aug.
16 by inserting
students’ tickets for
a $50 book voucher
prize drawing. The
event, held in Tandy
Hall, was designed
to help students
who have had to
stop their education
for any reason to
return to college and
complete their degree,
according to a news
release from the
Office of News and
Information.

Sophomore business major Arturo
Gonzalez writes a prayer to be posted on a
cross at the Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship
booth during last Wednesday’s Student
Involvement Fair on the Student Union
lawn. The fair aims to introduce students
to the dozens of registered student
organizations on campus. The event also
featured music, food and giveaways.
Hundreds of students attended.

TAX

Continued from Page 1

Gonzalez told The Collegian
via e-mail last Thursday he will
recommend a tax rate of 70.0613
cents per $100 valuation, which
is the same as the current rate.
If the city maintains the
current tax rate, the proposed
Fiscal Year 2013 general fund
budget will be balanced and will
have $302,168 in excess funds,
according to city documents
presented at the hearing.
Mayor Tony Martinez said if
the property tax rate remains at
the current 70.0613 cents and
residents see an increase in their
taxes, it’s not because the rate
has gone up, but rather the value
of their homestead has increased.
The average taxable value of
a homestead in Brownsville this
year is estimated at $82,415, an
increase of $1,365, compared
with last year’s average taxable
value of $81,050. The tax on that
property would total $577.41,
compared with the current tax
of $568.35, if the city maintains
the current ad valorem tax rate.

Student Life staff member and senior accounting
major Demetrio Treviño serves a hot dog to
Lariamne Roche, a senior art education major
and vice president of Kappa Omega, during the
Student Involvement Fair.

Stacy G. Found/The collegian

The rollback tax rate, which
is the maximum rate allowed
by law without voter approval,
would average $594.32 per
homestead in fiscal year 2013,
a $25.97 increase compared
to this year’s average and
would allow the city to have
excess funds of $1,314,895.
According
to
Gonzalez’s
presentation, this will allow
the city to have sufficient
funds to pay its long-term
debt in the coming year.
A public hearing also was
conducted on the proposed
budget for Fiscal Year 2013, which
includes a 3 percent increase
in the cost-of-living allowance
for
collective
bargaining
employees of the police and fire
departments but not for civilian
employees, and a request for
an additional $75,000 for the
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art.
No
one
spoke
at
the
public
hearings.
A second public hearing on
the proposed tax rate will be
held at 6 p.m. Tuesday at City
Hall. The tax rate is scheduled
for adoption on Sept. 17.

Miguel Angel Roberts/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS

Giving thanks to donors

Miguel Angel Roberts/COLLEGIAN

UT-Brownsville
President
Juliet V. García
speaks during
the Endowed
Scholarship
Luncheon, held
last Tuesday
in the Student
Union’s Gran
Salón. García
thanked
the many
donors who
have created
endowed
scholarships
for generations
to come. “A
donor may
choose to
establish an
endowed fund
to honor a
loved one or to
memorialize
an important
in his or her
life, ensuring
a guiding
force our
institution’s
success in
perpetuity,”
according to
a program
brochure.

Movie Review: ‘The Odd
Life of Timothy Green’

Pack tissues for this
warmhearted tearjerker

By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

“The Odd Life of Timothy Green”
was directed by Peter Hedges and
is rated PG. The Disney movie
is
a
comedy/drama/fantasy.
It stars Jennifer Garner (Cindy
Green), Joel Edgerton (Jim Green)
and CJ Adams as Timothy Green.
Adams’ performance shines through
in this film. He wins you over from
his first appearance to his last scene.
When Cindy and Jim Green can’t
bear a child, they are heartbroken.
One night they decide to compile
traits that would make up their
ideal child and put them into a
wooden box. They bury the box
in their garden and after a huge
thunderstorm. Lo and behold,
Timothy Green appears covered in
dirt, claiming Cindy and Jim as his
parents. They are surprised, and a
little overwhelmed, but delighted
to have Timothy in their lives.
Timothy has leaves on his legs that
can’t be cut off. His parents try to
hide the leaves on his legs, but later
on the town finds out and it inspires

See GREEN, Page 8
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Students get cozy at Casa Bella

Student housing at maximum extended capacity
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Nearly
500
students
unloaded car trunks full of their
belongings on a sweltering Aug.
25 to fill their fully furnished
apartments at Casa Bella, UTB/
TSC’s student housing complex.
Many brought the bare
essentials, while some brought
everything but the kitchen sink.
A total of 459 students
are living at Casa Bella this
fall
semester,
Residential
Life and Housing Director
Douglas
Stoves
said,
noting that is the facility’s
maximum extended capacity.
“Originally, when we took
the building, it was to be about
429, but we ended up having a
wait list our first year that was
so deep we needed to add more
beds to help those students,”
Stoves said. “What we did was
continue that for this year,

PASSAGE

Continued from Page 3

“The crosses of life and
death rise above it, and that
is what we do, we rise above
death,”
Garcia-Smith
said.
Associate Professor Jude
Benavides
represented
the
College
of
Science,
Mathematics and Technology.
“As an engineer, I don’t know
how to tell a joke,” Benavides
said, “But, hopefully, you will
join us to make our world a
place to travel, learn and live.”
The cross of the CSMT
banner symbolizes technology
and loyalty, while its scallop
symbolizes
a
journey.
“Our banner has three
owls, like the ones in Harry

VERSION

Continued from Page 2

now we offer packages
and we don’t offer single
hours for partners,” Fitness
and
Wellness
Graduate
Assistant Victoria Saenz said.
Campus Recreation has
also restructured package
fees, where REK members
pay a set fee per hour.
Before,
members
were
divided into categories such
as student, faculty and staff
and alumni, and fees varied.
“We made it a whole lot
more simplistic, where if you
are a member with us, we are
going to treat you equally
and everybody will pay the
same price,” Saenz said.
The fee is $20 per session,
or
hour,
for
everyone.
These changes have been
made so that the packages
and fees are more convenient
for REK Center members.
Whether you’re a fitness
beginner who wants to learn
how to work out or an athlete
who wants to increase his or
her performance, hiring a
personal trainer could greatly
benefit students by educating

again to help more students find
a place to live here on campus.”
Apartments at Casa Bella have
a common area that consists

microwave oven, dishwasher
and a washer and dryer.
Other amenities include a
media center with TVs that can

volleyball, a multipurpose room
that can be used for studying or
gatherings and a computer lab.
This is freshman chemistry
major Naomi Perelberg’s first
semester at Casa Bella, and
she likes the surroundings.
“The residence is really

Miguel Angel Roberts/COLLEGIAN
Sophomore computer science major Jacob Fronk (from left), his father Jeff Fronk and brother, sophomore
kinesiology major Josh Fronk, unload their vehicle Aug. 25 after a lengthy drive from Houston to Casa
Bella, UTB/TSC’s student housing complex. A total of 459 students are living at Casa Bella this semester.

of a kitchen and living room,
plus four bedrooms that can
fit one or two beds each. Each
kitchen contains a refrigerator,

be used for watching the big
game or playing video games,
a swimming pool, a half-court
basketball court, sand court

Potter
books,
representing
acuity,” said Angelika Potempa,
an
associate
professor
representing
University
College. “Those owls have a
pen that stands for knowledge.”
Artibise
also
joked
during
the
event.
“Now you know that college
requires hard work but as you
can see, it can be fun,” Artibise
said. “Professors actually have
some sense of humor and
they are all frustrated actors.”
Mari
Fuentes-Martin,
associate vice president for
Student Affairs and dean of
students, cited a sobering
statistic: only 13.6 percent
of
Texas
students
who
entered
the
ninth
grade
actually
complete
college.

During
the
ceremony,
President García drew the
name of criminal justice
major Juan Partida in the
drawing for a 16-gig iPad. To
be entered in the drawing,
students had to participate
in the passport activity,
which required them to
get a stamp from 28 to 30
different offices on campus.
Arturo Guerra, president
of the Student Government
Association,
rang
the
university’s bell to close
the event on a high note.
“When
you
earn
your
degree and march with your
class to your commencement,
we will once again gather to
be with you, to honor your
achievement,”
García
said.

them on how to properly work
out to attain the results they
want and prevent injuries.
“Our
personal
trainer
philosophy in general is, ‘we
want to train you, but then
we want to get you out,’” said
Annette L. Livas, Campus
Recreation assistant director.
“Our trainers are not trying
to make money off of you.
They are going to teach you
and then we want to see
you succeed on your own.”
Another benefit of hiring
a personal trainer is that
they can also help with your
perception of body image.
“They can calm that
misconception
that
you
need to look a certain
way,” Saenz said, “and …
make you realize it’s not
about getting a certain
body, but getting healthy
and reaching your goals.
“Also,
the
realization
that you are in the body
you are in, so let’s just
make you the best you!”
Campus Recreation has
two trainers. Trainers are
chosen by completing a twostep hiring process where
they undergo an extensive

interview
and
practical
to test their knowledge
about
human
exercise.
Last year, only eight students
hired
personal
trainers
and Campus Recreation is
looking to increase those
numbers
this
semester.
“We
hope
that
with
[marketing]
and
telling
students that we restructured
[the program] … we will see
more students, more members
in general, utilize personal
training,” Livas said. “So we
are hoping to hit it up really
hard in the fall semester.”
Campus Recreation will
also offer an eight-week
weight-loss program called
“Journey to Lose” starting
Sept. 24, in which groups are
led by personal trainers and
compete against each other
to see who has lost more
weight. This program will
be offered to REK Center
members and non-members.
The cost is $75 for members
and $100 for non-members.
To hire a personal trainer
or see personal training
package fees, visit http://
www.utb.edu/sa/campusrec/
Pages/PTrain.aspx.

pretty, I like it,” said
Perelberg, a native of Houston.
Being on campus is what
makes Casa Bella appealing

GREEN

Continued from Page 6

them to save the town’s failing pencil
factory. Timothy grows on them and
helps everyone he comes in contact
with. But the Greens’ family blessing
is short-lived, but I won’t tell you why.
One detail that I didn’t
understand was how no one
questioned where the childless
parents received the 10-year-old
flower child. Everyone just takes
him in, which is easy because of
all the traits his parents selected.
“The Odd Life of Timothy Green”
was shot in the beautiful Georgia

MASTER

Continued from Page 1

immediate need to increase
the number of STEM teachers
by at least 30 percent.
“When you’re trying to figure
out how to increase the number
of highly qualified STEM
teachers, you look at who is
doing it the best,” García said.
“… Our sister school at UTAustin designed a program 15
years ago that has now become
a national model for teacher
preparation called UTeach.”
She said UT-Austin recruited
the best subject matter experts
from across the nation to design
a math and science curriculum
and integrated a new method
of teacher preparation that
teaches students to design and
teach inquiry-based lessons that
develop critical-thinking skills.
“Retention rates for the
students in the UTeach program
outpace their peers in other
college programs,” García said.
The program is funded by a
grant from the Greater Texas
Foundation and individual,
private, state and federal
grants. The five-year grant
for UTeach Brownsville totals
$1.4 million, with $280,000
allocated each year until
Aug. 31, 2016, according to
Roger Contreras, an associate
professor in the Mathematics
Department who serves as co-

to many students, including
Lorena Treviño, a junior history
major who said she won’t have
to worry about gas prices.
Safety is a priority at Casa
Bella, according to Stoves,
who said there are “never a
lack of eyes” on the grounds.
“Every night on duty we’ll
have a [resident assistant] on
desk duty from 5 o’clock in
the evening until midnight,”
he said. “We [also] have an
R.A. on call who does rounds
throughout the facility and
carries an emergency phone. So
if a resident gets locked out, they
have a maintenance issue or if
something is happening they
can always call that number
and an R.A. will always answer.
They carry it from 5 p.m. ’til
eight o’clock the next morning.”
Campus
Police
also
helps secure the grounds.
Casa Bella has many rules in
place to keep order and make
it a peaceful place to study
and live. They conduct fire
drills throughout the year to
keep a high standard of safety.

countryside. The endless rolling
hills and lovely small town made
the perfect setting for this film,
which is very warm and funny. It
captures your attention with its
remarkable cast and acting. While
this movie is for children it should
not stop adults from watching it.
This film may help children to
cope with loss. All the children were
crying hysterically in the theater. I’m
sure many parents had to explain life
and death to their children that night.
I recommend this movie
for everyone and rate it
three
out
of
five
stars.

director of UTeach Brownsville.
UTeach requires science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics majors to take eight
education courses to conclude
their degree and certification
in 122 to 126 semester
credit hours, Contreras said.
“Hopefully,
the
UTeach
program will serve as an
impetus to get students into
the classrooms and be very
qualified to do that,” said
Reynaldo Ramirez, chair of
the Teaching, Learning and
Innovation Department who
also serves as co-director
of
UTeach
Brownsville.
The
program
offers
teacher certification with the
following degrees: bachelor’s
in biology (grades 4 through
8 and 8-12), bachelor’s in
chemistry
(grades
8-12),
bachelor’s in environmental
sciences (grades 8-12) and
bachelor’s
in
mathematics
(grades
4-8
and
8-12).
Ramirez and Contreras said the
requirements for participation
include being “college ready”
and having a desire to teach.
The goal was to have 60
participants and, so far, 58
UTB/TSC
students
have
signed up for the program.
The UTeach Brownsville
Program office is located
in SET-B 1.214. For more
information, visit www.utb.
edu/uteach or call 882-6635.
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Men face Missouri Valley Tuesday
By Dennis Ortiz
SPORTS EDITOR

The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer
Team will challenge Missouri Valley
College, which is ranked No. 10, on
Tuesday.
Last Sunday, the men squared
off against No. 2 Baker University.
Results were not available at press
time.
At home on Aug. 26, UTB/TSC
tied with Arizona’s Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University. At halftime,
UTB/TSC was down 1-0, then came
back with two goals in the 63rd and
83rd minutes scored by Fabio Santos
and Leonardo Medeiros. EmbryRiddle forward Fabio Peña then
Stacy G. Found/COLLEGIAN tied the game with three minutes to
go. The 2-2 score held through the
UTB/TSC defender Henry Moody heads the ball during the Aug.
20-minute overtime.
26 home game against Arizona’s Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
Head Coach Dan Balaguero said
University.

Athlete
of the
Week

UTB/TSC ATHLETICS

Name: Michelle Marques
Classification: Junior
Major: English
Sport: Volleyball
Position: Right-side hitter
Hometown: Minas Gerais, Brazil
What are your goals for the season? “My goal
for the season is to help my team to get a back-toback national championship, and we have worked
really hard.”
What do you like to do for fun? “I like to
spend time with my friends and go to the REK
[Center] and work out.”
Favorite volleyball player: “Paula Pequeño,
[outside hitter] from Brazil.”
Role model: “My mom and my dad. They are just
great people.”
Favorite food: “My favorite food is feijoada,
a typical food from Brazil. It’s just awesome.”
Feijoada is a stew of beans with beef and pork.
Favorite book: “My favorite book is ‘The Lost
Symbol’ by Dan Brown.”
Favorite movie: “I don’t know, there are so
many. I like horror movies better.”
If you could meet one person, who would it
be? “It would be my very first coach. He taught me
everything that I know right now, and I totally see
myself growing up based on all the teaching he gave
to me and my sister.”
--Compiled by Dennis Ortiz
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the game was a good workout.
“It was a battle physically. ... We
gave them chances in the first half
and they capitalized, and we knew
there was going to be danger, set
pieces, restarts,” Balaguero said. “...
We have to close the game out there.
It’s our first game, we can’t get away
from that. As we go, hopefully, we’ll
be better.”
Midfielder Orrin Farrell said of
the game: “[It’s] the beginning of the
season, it’s hard to tell. [It’s] like we
need a few more games to jell. I can
see it coming.”
Asked what he saw from the game,
Farrell replied: “Poor defending, but
we worked well.”
Medeiros said the team missed
“some opportunities.”
“I think that we can learn; the next
game we [will] do better,” Medeiros
said. “The first half we played hard,

the next game I think we will do
better.”
Embry-Riddle Fabio Peña forward
scored in the seventh and 87th
minutes.
“When you have chances like that,
in a hard game like that, you have to
put them away, so I tried my best,”
Peña said.
Embry-Riddle Head Coach Matt
Barnes said: “It was a good result for
us, especially considering that two
nights ago we had a double-overtime
game and had to come back tonight
on some pretty dead legs to face
UTB, that was their first game of
the year, obviously when they were
fresh. They were a little bit sharper
than us in a couple aspects of the
game. We had a pretty good game
plan and we stuck to it tonight and
it paid off. I was pretty happy with
my boys.”

Women to play at home Saturday
By Dennis Ortiz
SPORTS EDITOR

Like their male counterparts, the UTB/TSC Women’s
Soccer Team is en route to the Midwest, where they will
take on the Missouri Valley College Vikings on Tuesday.
The team will then return to host a game against
Monterrey Tech at 1 p.m. Saturday.
UTB/TSC battled Baker University, No. 6 in the
nation, on Sunday. They also played against Oklahoma
City University last Friday. Results were not available at
press time.
On Aug. 26, the team used its home turf to edge Corpus
Christi’s Dynamo Coastal Academy 3-2 in a scrimmage.
UTB/TSC played an aggressive game. Defender
Melissa Moreno played well in space, making downfield
passes and putting her teammates in position to score.
Ball control from Moreno led to an assist from midfielder
Karla Lozano and a goal made by forward Leah Russell.
“[I’m] not fully satisfied because we can always do
better,” Russell said of the game. “It was all right,
considering it was our first preseason game. We have a
lot of new players coming in. The only thing we really
need to work on is coming together as a team.”
Lozano also scored a goal in the 66th minute.
“Today’s game was pretty intense,” she said. “The
other team was a pretty good team. It was awesome; I
didn’t really plan on scoring today. I believe we can pull
through and go to nationals, [win] a national title.”
Also scoring a goals was teammate and midfielder
Nelleke Smits, of Holland.
“It was a good start,” Smits said. “We just started the
season; obviously, we have a lot of work. We won and
that’s what’s most important. I was happy I scored. It
was more important for the team that we won.”
In the 80th minute, Dynamo Coastal’s Bridget Kozar
scored on a solo lob shot from outside the b0x.

Miguel Angel Roberts/COLLEGIAN

UTB/TSC midfielder Karla Lozano (right) heads the ball into
the net Aug. 25 for the second of three goals scored by the
university in its game against Dynamo Academy of Corpus
Christi on the UTB/TSC Soccer Field. UTB/TSC defeated
Dynamo 3-2.

Circuit training 2.0
REK Center purchases new workout equipment

By Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

Campus Recreation has purchased
a set of circuit training equipment and
new treadmills for the REK Center.
The seven circuit training machines
cost $18,000 apiece and the two
treadmills were $10,000 each. All of
the equipment is located on the second
floor of the Recreation, Education and
Kinesiology Center.
The equipment will give students
more options when working out at the
center. Students gave positive feedback
on treadmill use in the past, and so
Campus Recreation decided to buy
more, said Campus Recreation Director
Arturo Olague.
Students not only benefit from new
equipment but also save time.
“We have more equipment up there,
so the wait is less for anyone that wants
to use the treadmill or any of the circuit
training equipment,” Olague said. “You
can do a circuit training workout much
quicker than you can a normal workout.
You can actually get a circuit done in as
little as 15 minutes and get a really good
workout.”
The idea behind that is that one
continually goes through each machine
without rest, he said.
“That way, you are putting yourself

through a very fast-paced workout very
quickly and getting your body tired and
… through that workout much quicker,”
Olague said.
Asked if students have been using
the circuit training machines, he
replied: “They have been using the new
equipment and some of them are still
learning how to do a proper circuit,
so we are giving an education to those
students and as they come in and we
start to get more students in, that would
be something that we would focus on.”
Although some students might not
know how to use the equipment yet,
others have already tried it out.
“What I really like is that most of
the equipment is very high-tech, new
and they are all sort of like cables
so … I benefit because most of the
exercises gives you constant tension,
so I feel a good pump every time I use
the equipment,” sophomore exercise
science major Joseph Z. Garza said.
The REK Center’s student staff is
available to assist any member who
doesn’t know how to use the circuit
training equipment.
If circuit training or treadmills aren’t
your thing, the REK Center has many
other exercise programs available,
ranging from intramural sports
and group fitness classes to aquatic

programs.
Intramural sports include leagues and
tournaments in basketball, flag football,
indoor soccer, kickball, tennis, softball,
volleyball and dodge ball.
Group fitness classes are led by an
instructor and are free to all REK Center
members.
“We have several group fitness classes;
right now, we have Zumba, boot camp,
hardcore, among others,” said Martha
Morales, a senior nursing major and
Campus Recreation fitness associate.
“They are offered several times a week
during different times of the day to make
it available to all students.”
Students can also sign up for private,
semi-private or group swimming
lessons or attend aqua fitness classes
such as Aqua Fit and Inswamity X in the
REK Center’s pool.
Students can also borrow sports
equipment and towels to use in the
center by checking them out with their
student ID at the service center. Lockers
are also available.
“We offer semester lockers … the first
and second day of school. In case we are
running out of lockers, we offer daily
lockers [but students] have to take their
stuff at the end of the day,” said Zabdiel
Gonzalez, a junior marketing major and
Campus Recreation facility supervisor.

NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL

Siguiendo los pasos de los graduados

Estudiante de traducción e interpretación triunfa en su ámbito
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Editora de español

A medida que se acerca la graduación,
llega el momento de saber cuán fructífera
será la carrera que elegimos y de comenzar
la incansable búsqueda de empleo; sin
embargo, para Lourdes Pumarejo, que
obtuvo una maestría en Traducción e
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Lourdes Pumarejo, ex alumna de UTB/TSC.

Interpretación, las cosas fueron diferentes.
“En cuanto me gradué [en Diciembre
de 2011], me di cuenta del amplio campo
laboral de mi carrera y conseguí un buen
trabajo”, dijo Pumarejo. “Hubo tantas
opciones de empleo que tuve la fortuna de
elegir la que más me convenía”.
Ella funge como intérprete por
teléfono para las agencias de traducción
e interpretación CTS Language Link y
Certified Languages International desde
su casa.
“La ventaja de esta carrera es el hecho de
que puedes estar trabajando de lejos”, dijo
Pumarejo. “Es una gran oportunidad, pues
puedes empezar desde tu casa trabajando
para diferentes agencias y eso es un plus
muy grande”.
University of Texas at Brownsville es
la única institución en Estados Unidos
que ofrece una maestría en Traducción e
Interpretación 100 porciento en línea.
“Lo bueno de la maestría es que
es muy práctica pues mientras estás
aprendiendo estás practicando”, dijo
Pumarejo. “Realmente utilizo todos
los conocimientos que obtuve en UTB,
sobretodo los que adquirí en la clase de
interpretación consecutiva que llevé con
el profesor [José] Dávila y también la
terminología de negocios de las clases de
traducción”.
Esta ex alumna financió sus estudios
pidiendo un préstamo estudiantil y
recibiendo la beca Peggy Huie del
Departamento de Lenguas Modernas.
“Me dio mucho gusto obtener esta
beca porque, cuando la solicité, le
daban la preferencia a los estudiantes
de licenciatura, pero yo había estado de
oyente en una clase del profesor Tom

Welther, que es el encargado de la beca,
y sabía que yo era dedicada a mi trabajo,
entonces me entrevistó y decidió dármela”,
dijo Pumarejo. “Me gustó sobretodo
porque la beca venía del profesor [George]
Green, pues él es una institución en la
traducción”.
La beca está destinada a estudiantes
de licenciatura en letras hispánicas y
especialización en traducción y requiere
que los solicitantes sean alumnos de
penúltimo o último año (con 60-150
créditos) que tengan un promedio mínimo
de 3.0, estén inscritos en al menos tres
créditos de nivel 3000 ó 4000, sean
residentes de Texas y que no deban dinero
a la universidad, según la página web de
UTB.
“En
octubre
pasado,
Pumarejo
trabajó como intérprete en los Juegos
Panamericanos que se llevaron a cabo en
Guadalajara, México.
“La interpretación es como hacer
ejercicio, debes practicar para que siga
siendo fácil”, dijo Pumarejo. “Entonces,
entre más trabajo, más me preparo para
mi siguiente meta: trabajar para las
Naciones Unidas”.
“Es una carrera que aún no es tan
popular como lo es administración de
negocios porque es reciente y, por lo
mismo, hay muchas puertas que se pueden
abrir”, dijo Pumarejo. “La recomiendo
totalmente”.
Para más información sobre el
programa de Traducción e Interpretación,
llame al 882-7450. Para saber más acerca
de la beca Peggy Huie y de otras becas
del Departamento de Lenguas Modernas,
visite www.utb.edu/vpaa/cla/ml/Pages/
funding.aspx

Reseña: ‘La extraña vida de Timothy Green’
Ten un pañuelo cerca para este filme que te romperá el corazón
Por Alex Rodríguez
The Collegian

“La extraña vida de Timothy Green”,
dirigida por Peter Hedges, es una película
PG de Disney que presenta comedia,
drama y fantasía.
La estelarizan Jennifer Garner (Cindy
Green), Joel Edgerton (Jim Green) y CJ
Adams como Timothy Green. Adams
ofrece una actuación brillante durante el
filme. Gana tu corazón desde la primera
hasta la última escena.
Cindy y Jim Green no pueden tener hijos
y están desolados. Una noche deciden
compilar los rasgos que tendría su hijo
ideal y los ponen en una caja de madera
que entierran en el jardín. Y vaya sorpresa
que, después de una tormenta, Timothy
Green aparece cubierto de tierra diciendo

que Cindy y Jim son sus padres.
Ellos,
aunque
sorprendidos
y
abrumados, están encantados de tener a
Timothy en su vida.
En las piernas, Timothy tiene hojas de
árbol que no pueden ser arrancadas y, a
pesar de los intentos de sus padres por
esconderlas, los vecinos se dan cuenta de
esta peculiaridad. Dicho descubrimiento
inspira a la gente del pueblo a salvar la
fábrica de lápices que está a punto de
cerrar.
Tim ayuda a todo el que está en contacto
con él; sin embargo, la bendición de la
familia Green tiene la vida muy corta, pero
no les diré por qué.
Algo que no entendí es cómo a nadie le
pareció extraño que los padres recibieran
a un niño flor de 10 años de repente.
Simplemente todos lo acogen, lo que es

de esperarse debido a los rasgos que los
padres eligieron para él.
“La extraña vida de Timothy Green” fue
filmada en un hermoso campo de Georgia.
El adorable pueblo con interminables
colinas fue el escenario perfecto para esta
película graciosa y acogedora. El filme
capta tu atención con los protagonistas y
sus actuaciones.
Aunque es una película infantil, los
adultos no pueden dejar de verla. Es una
buena manera de enseñarle a los pequeños
a enfrentar las pérdidas. Todos los niños
que había en el cine lloraron a mares.
Estoy seguro que esa noche muchos
padres tuvieron que explicarle a sus hijos
el significado de la vida y la muerte.
Recomiendo esta película a toda la
familia y le doy tres de cinco estrellas.
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Estudiante
de hoy
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Nombre: Gustavo Riveroll
Edad: 19 años
Especialidad: Contabilidad
Clasificación: Estudiante de segundo
año
Fecha de graduación: Primavera
2014
Promedio: 3.00
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Pasatiempos: “Ir al REK y nadar”.
¿Cuáles
son
tus
metas?
“Transferirme a UTSA, graduarme y
ser un contador certificado”.
¿Quién es tu inspiración o modelo
a seguir? “Mis modelos a seguir son
mi padres porque siempre me dicen
que sí puedo y que ‘echándole ganas’
saldré adelante”.
¿Por qué escogiste la especial que
actualmente estudias? “Porque
es lo que mi madre estudió y a mí me
gusta”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Mi
trabajo ideal sería tener un negocio
propio en una ciudad grande como
Nueva York”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar?
“Estudio casi todos los días y eso me
ayuda en mis exámenes”.
“[Además] cada que me estreso en
la escuela voy al REK. Es ahí donde
levanto pesas, hago ejercicio, etc., y así
se me quita el estrés; después de eso,
puedo hacer la tarea y estudiar”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los
alumnos de nuevo ingreso?
“Que estudien, le echen ganas y que,
si no entienden algo, vayan con sus
profesores, ellos les ayudarán”.
Anécdota: “Yo tenía un problema
en la clase de psicología: no entendía
nada. Después, fui con el profesor, él
me enseñó todo lo necesario y con su
ayuda pude sacar A”.
--Recopilado por Eréndira Santillana

Si hay un suelo, ¿para qué quiero asientos?

Bryan Romero/ Fotos Collegian

Ricardo López,
Luis Otero e Ivan
Shirazi juegan una
partida de Yu-GiOh sentados en el
suelo en La Sala de
Student Union.

Andrew Luthen,
estudiante de
ingeniería de primer
año, se sienta en
el suelo para elegir
los libros que va
a comprar en la
librería Barnes &
Noble del campus el
22 de agosto.
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